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Toronto, December 16th, 1914,
Desr Lr, 3coti;

I hnve beon looking Into the matber of the Indden Reserves
under Treaty Ho, 8, I have been ptudyling their situstion and
overything connected with them, u8 we ure resuired to do umier
seetion 2 of the ugreement signed by Kr., buly and Lr, Gibson on
the 16th of aApril, 1894, to cee {7 there ie uny pood yeason why
we should not now soquiesse in the selections made nnd the Burveys
on the ground,

Whon I omme to rewd clsuse 4 it struck me that that olause
left the door open for all kinds of disputes snd misunderstandings
hereaftor, and I thouwsbt 3t would be well to put ow views defove
you gao that, 17 posoible, vome spresuont might be arrived at which
would close the door to the entry of future disputes,

You will pee thot olsuse 4 provides,~ "Thut in cave of all
Indien Reserves so to be sonPirmed or Hereaftor selwoted, the wat-
oxs within the lunds 1ndd out or to be laid out ap Indian reserves
in tho oaid territory, including the land covered with water lying
botween the projesting hemdlandn of sny luke or shests of water,
not wholly surrounded by an Indiun Teuorve or reserves, shall be
doomed to forw part of such reaerve, inoluding isimnds wholly withe
in such hendlands, and shall not be subjeot to the publis common
right of fishery by others then Indiann of the band to wiich the
roserve bolongs,” i

This provision is very far-renching and might seriously orippls
our aotion with vespeot to the applioation of Winnipsg for lesve to
take 168 water supply from Shoal Lake, und 1 think you will sgree
with me thut tiers !8 wnch room otherwise “or future trouble under
the clause o it vesdn, beouuse in some of the reserves I Tind thers
sre rivers of considoradle size running throuwh thewm nnd it sursly

never wes intended that lanmde under a river showld belong to the
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I Tidy 2leo, thob there are some water povers Iying within
the boundoyies of rocexves, and I also Cind thit aoue reaorves,~
notably on Shou! Lulte,= border on the Juke in such & way that,
undey the longunge with rospect 1o hosdlands, n luvge nunber of
islands would become the property of the Indians, the possession
of which folunds wonld pive them lorge additionsl urean beyond
that surveyed and covered by ua in our estimate of the total arems
token Tor Yegorves, and this sould not Ye on iwoluted cuse for I
have noticed severz) other osses, without exsmining 511 the plans,
in #hich the same thing might occur,

what my Kind eter hod in mind when disoussing this question was
the approval of the Indien dssorves ue aotuslly surveyed, leaving
nothing open to srgukent hereatber.

Will you plense look vl the druft mpreement I have referred to.
It e to o found «ith 54 Vietoris, Shapter 3, Stetutes of Outario,
but I think thern wus & Dominion Jtatute puased sbout the sume Lime
dealling with the sawe nobtoer,

The sgreoment wos sigued on the 16th of april, 1894,by kr,isly
for the bominion Zovernment, snd Lr. Glbson for the Onturio Governe
ment, Ho doubt thin apreement @il be of record in the Uspurtmont
of dtate nt Ottuws, nod you win.wn Low it reud when it wus sign-
ed, There pmy huve been asome changes in (%,

After you bave cunuldered thiz mutter I wil) be very plossed
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to hewr from you e to what sdiuatment cen bs wnde,
Yours truly,
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Devuty ﬁ&g&%eor.
susonn 4, soott, Zsq.,
Deputy Superliatendent Cenersl of Indiun Aflalre,
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